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MUMBAI

The manipulators of mine craft

An entire village in Tamil Nadu’s Krishnagiri district has shifted its base to a protest venue outside a quarry, condemning the pollution of their natural resources and livelihoods. This is no isolated

The protest
was fanned
by ‘vested
interests’
affecting the
movement
of gravel to
the Metro
work in
Bengaluru

SHANMUGAPPA,
president, truck
owners association

issue. The Public Accounts Committee has ordered an audit using drones in order to track down violations, reports PV. Srividya

paragraph in the Accountant-General’s

report caught the attention of the Pu-

blic Accounts Committee (PAC). It cited

violations in the Department of Geolo-
gy and Mining (DGM). Chasing the concerns
raised, the PAC, headed by K. Selvaperunthagai,
ordered a complete audit using drones to arrive at
the total station measurement (angle and depth)
in each of the 337 quarries (rough stone and gra-
nites) in Krishnagiri last month.

“It was a small paragraph on mining violations.
In relation to the A-G’s report, we also received a
lot of petitions flagging violations that had oc-
curred not just in the last 10 years but also those
that kept recurring. When officials denied the vio-
lations, we asked why the A-G’s report and the pe-
titions received would lie,” Mr. Selvaperunthagai
told The Hindu.

Many quarries had over-extracted, and many
operated illegally after expiry of environmental
clearance and without the consent to operate
(CTO), he said. “The power supply to the quarries/
crushers past their lease period was not discon-
nected allowing them to operate illegally. So we
asked the officials to tally the electricity bills paid
before and after the CTO period to arrive at the
violations,” he said. The officials who had presid-
ed over those violations, in service or retired, shall
be made answerable, Mr. Selvaperunthagai
added.

While the PAC was accounting for the revenue
loss and leakage, a village in Denkanikottai was ar-
ticulating the realities under the dusty shadow of a
quarrying cluster. Last week, residents of Korata-
giri village in Thandarai panchayat in the Denkani-
kottai block began vacating their homes to live in a
community forest, protesting against stone quar-
ries, captive crushing units and the trucks that
were polluting their air, water and fields. The prot-
est came after a community ban on the movement
of quarry trucks that were dumping dust on their
fields and their homes. The ban had shut down
the operations of eight quarries and their crushing
units in neighbouring Panchakshipuram for over
six months.

Collective grievance

Koratagiri’s collective grievance was the same as
any village affected by quarries. Its primary water-
body, Sanathkumar lake, and the check-dam feed-
ing its livestock and crops contaminated by quarry
dust; stone dust settling on community grazing
land; premature death of livestock; jamming of

underground farm motors and fracturing of
house walls by vibrations from explosions; wilting
of horticultural crops from dust, rendering farm-
ing unremunerative; and ailments from emissions
of over 200 trucks daily were among the common
plaints. In February this year, an Industries De-
partment G.O., issued by Chief Secretary V. Irai
Anbu, cited the “adverse remarks” on officials by
courts. It fixed “monthly targets” for inspections
by Village Administrative Office (VAOs), Revenue
Inspectors, Tahsildars and others to curb illegal
mining.

The quarrying industry has thrived on the re-
moteness of the venture, and zero monitoring by

Gaping void: Many quarries have over-extracted, and many have operated illegally after expiry of environmental clearance and without
the consent to operate. A quarry at Koratagiri in Denkanikottai in Krishnagiri district. N. BASHKARAN

departments, understaffed and with scattered res-
ponsibilities. The mining plan of a quarry propo-
nent includes an environment management plan,
which is forwarded to the State Environment Im-
pact Assessment Authority (SEIAA) for environ-
mental clearance. The District Pollution Control
Board issues a ‘consent to operate’, based on the
plan, without which a mining lease is not granted.
The mining plan details the quantum of extrac-
tion, the nature of blasting, the explosives used,
noise control, dust suppression systems, norms
for curbing emissions from trucks, formation of a
green belt around quarries and crushers and
workers safety.

In the wake of the protest in Ko-
ratagiri, a Pollution Control Board
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TENDER NOTICE

Corporation Ltd.,

Mumbai invites tenders in two envelope systems from eligible bidders for following items for
various Health Institutions in Maharashtra.

Sr. Name of Date of Pre Period of Sale and
’ Tender No. e A . Preparation of bid |Bid Opening
No. Description | Bid Meeting " s
& bid submission
Purchase of | 01.12.2022 | 'rom24.11.2022
1 |E-4914, E-4915 Instrument & | upto 11:00 10.00 am to 12.12.2022
’ Equipment P am ’ 08.12.2022 at 14:00 hrs.
quip -m. up to 14:00 hrs.

For detailed information, the interested bidders may visit the website https://mahatenders.gov.in
For e-tendering help/information, Please contact.

Website:- https://mahatenders.gov.in

Contact No. 1800-233-7315,91-7878107985, +91-7878107986,
+91-7878007972 and +91-7878007973

Email:- eproc.support@maharashtra.gov.in

DGIPR/2022-2023/4268

Sd/-

(Dr. Sunil Pundge)

Manager Equipment,

Haffkine Bio Pharmaceutical Corporation
(Procurement Cell), Mumbai Ltd.,

MUNICIPAL CORPORATION OF GREATER MUMBAI

official claimed that it was the job of
the DGM to inspect quarries over

which the Board had no jurisdic-
tion. Asked about the dust suppres-

sion systems in stone crushers, pol-
lution from the trucks, green belt,

E TENDER NOTICE
DEPARTMENT Asstt. Commissioner ‘L’ Ward
SECTION 7200040356
TENDER NO. A. E. (Maint.) ‘L’ Ward
SITC of LED lights (motif like
SUBJECT peacock) on street pole located

from SCLR Bridge to CST bridge
near Kanakiya bldg. in L ward.

the ambient air quality and water
quality inspections, noise from the
use of explosives, and crushing,

Dt. 24.11.2022 Time 13.00 onwards

overhauling and loading, the official
said, “Noise comes under the Petro-

SALE OF FORMS

Dt. 02.12.2022 Time upto 12.00

leum and Explosives Safety Organi-

sation (PESO), and not the PCB, but

generally the crushers would have

WEBSITE http://portal.mcgm.gov.in
CONTACT PERSON A. E. (Maint.) ‘'L’ Ward
A) NAME Shri. Nitin Deshmukh (A. E. Maint.)

all those in place and also those

B) TELEPHONE (OFF.) | 022-26505103

norms were only advisory in na-

C) E MAILADDRESS |ac.l@mcgm.gov.in

ture.”
According to an official of the

PRO/2046/ADV/2022-2023 Sd/-

L\ RUELILE NI Asstt. Engineer (Maint.) ‘L’ Ward

DGM, the matters of power of ex-
plosions and mines safety (includ-

HEALTH DEPARTMENT

Re-Tender- 3 notice no.NMMC/HEALTH/248/2022
Details Of work -

Jammu and Kashmir Bank Ltd.

Board Secretariat

UPHC.

i Mumbai Municipal Corporation

Tender for Engaging Entomological
Outsourcing work for Vector Borne Disease & Vector for a
period of Three Years for Kukshet, Indiranagar, Pawne, Rabale

ing labour accidents) come under
the purview of the Directorate of
Mines Safety, Bengaluru, which
would conduct periodic inspec-
tions, and not under the
Department.

As the buck stopped everywhere
and nowhere, the peace committee
meeting held at the Collectorate
showed an embittered local com-
munity trying to make sense of the

to quarry lease for a ‘porampokku’ land) by the
Tahsildar. The notice is displayed at the Village Ad-
ministrative Office inviting objections to the pro-
posal within 15 days. Thereafter, a VAO’s ‘letter of
consent’ is issued upon surveying lands to verify if
the proposed quarry site was within the optimal
distance from habitations, waterbodies and high-
ways as per the Minor Minerals Concession Rules.
The VAO’s letter specifies that “no objections have
been received from the adjacent patta-holders”
and “quarrying would bring revenue to the go-
vernment and generate local employment”.

Technically, the objections are invited but only
indirectly; the invitation is never directly com-
municated to the adjacent patta-holders. In the
case of quarries located in remote villages, with a
predominantly illiterate population dependent on
daily wage work and farm labour, with the few
educated employed far away, the 15-day window is
seen as unreasonable.

“They did not take my consent before leasing
out the adjacent ‘porampokku’,” says Munindra of
Koratagiri.

Forged signature

A resident sought to know how his signature was
‘forged’ in a no-objection letter for a quarrying
lease of an adjacent patta land. “I never signed it,”
he said. The Collector replied there was no re-
quirement for a no-objection letter from an adja-
cent patta-holder. However, the VAO’s letters of
consent, filed along with the mining plan from
other blocks in the district, paint a different pic-
ture. The residents also contested the veracity of
public hearings held for the quarries, since they
were never informed. Here too, the Pollution Con-
trol Board schedules public hearings on week-
days, allowing little chance for daily wage-earning
communities to take part at them.

A quarry cannot be located within 300 metres
of ‘notified habitations’. “A homestead will not
qualify as a ‘notified habitation’ in our revenue re-
cord,” says a VAO.

The A-G’s report cited by the PAC bears out the
truth on the ground. For a district with 300 quar-
ries, the DGM operates with less than seven staff
members. According to an official, quantity as-
sessment is not possible for individual application.
Inspections are done after issues are flagged.

Onus on the RTO

A transit permit is issued for moving blasted
stones from a quarry to the crusher and then to
their destination on trucks. The permit is issued
on an application declaring the quantum of ex-
tracted mineral, and royalty is levied on the basis
of the declaration.

There are 300 quarries, and verification of the
declared extraction is not possible every time for
issue of transit permits, says an official source. “It
is the responsibility of the Regional Transport Of-
fice [RTO] and the police to check vehicles for
transit pass,” says the official.

However, the police cannot weigh the quantum
of the mineral in transit. At best, seizures are
made for lack of transit permits, and not for dis-
crepancy in the actual and documented extrac-
tion. Typically, stones are blasted in a quarry four
or five times a week and a transit pass is issued for
12 days.

In the intermittent inspections carried out, 34
quarries were fined for various violations, includ-
ing over-extraction and extraction beyond the
lease period. Most of the 3320 crore levied in fines
are on appeal. Until a year ago, the revenue
earned by the government here was a mere 346
crore. This year, it increased to 83 crore, includ-
ing the penalties collected, says an official source.
Yet, the wide gap between the penalties and the
revenue earned persists.

A perusal of the PCB orders since 1986 on stone
crushers (which are invariably sited in the vicinity
of quarries) shows a systematic reduction in the
optimal distance criteria for the location of quar-
ries/crushers based on studies commissioned
solely on the representations from crusher bodies/

K

Notice is hereby given that the certificates in respect of the under - mentioned shares of J&K
Bank have been lost/misplaced and the holders of the said shares have applied to J&K Bank Ltd/
M/s KFin Technologies Ltd. (Share Transfer Agent) for issue of Duplicate Share Certificates.
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J&K Bank

Serving To Empower

NOTICE

Tel: (0194) 2481930-35 ; Fax: (0194) 2481928

Email: sharedeptt_gc@jkbmail.com

Corporate Headquarters
M. A. Road, Srinagar - 190 001

Details regarding above mentioned tender is available
on Navi Mumbai Municipal Corporation website
www.nmmc.gov.in and www.nmmc.maharashtra.etenders.in
tenderers are require to note the same.

Tender submission would be online and the deadline
to submit the proposals is date 01/12/2022 (2.30 pm).

sign/-

Medical Officer of Health

Navi Mumbai Municipal Corporation

Visit us at: www.jkbank.com

CIN: L65110JK1938SGC000048

NMMC RO PR Adv no./963/2022

rules as they voiced their
grievances.

A mining lease begins with the is-
sue of Al Notice (a notice of intent

quarries seeking relaxation in the norms.

In 1986, the distance required for quarries/
crushers from habitations, State Highways and Na-
tional Highways was 2 km. Today, the distance is

300 metres for ‘notified

habitations’, 50 metres for

BRIHANMUMBAI MUNICIPAL CORPORATION (BMC)

GOVERNMENT OF ASSAM
OFFICE OF THE CHIEF ENGINEER
:: PWD BUILDING :: ASSAM :: GUWAHATI-3.

highways, and 10 metres for
village roads. For granite
quarries, the distance is 50
metres from ‘notified habi-

S.No Name of the Folio No. Certificate | Distinctive No of Address No.CE/ARC-M/13/2020//15 - . .
Shareholder No. No.'s Shares No. Dy.Ch.E. (S.0.)Tr. /1720 Dtd. 23/NOV/2022 tations’. The distance is de-
Firdous Ahmad Bhat 13556301- 1000 R/o Delina Ghat, Distt Baramulla, E-TENDER NOTICE PRESS NOTICE (EOI ined b d he fly-
1. JKBO16099 - termined based on the fly
506984 13557300 Kashmir, J & K State-193201 : ’ . o
Nazir Ahmad 1730731 Mati Bugh, Yaripora, Anant Department Sewerage Operation The ~ Special Chief ~Engineer, PW.D (Building), Health & rock potential of granite
2. K::hray mai JKBO15350 506148 nrsorst 1000 N ot A oanas p: 9 P! Education,Assam,on behalf of the Governor of Assam invites Bids for b ﬂ%- ial
Bega 8253621- W/o Abdul Khalig, Adilish Magam, Sub-department DyChEng(SO)Tr/ EXEng(PrOC)SO Technical & Financial offer from Architects / Architectural Consultants and stone, sdys an omicial.
3. JKB000288 504049 8254120 500 Dist Budgam, Kashmir, . . X X N As th test int ified
J & K state-191111 Tender No. 05/2022-23 registered with Council of Architecture and empaneled with APWD S the protest mtensiie
12586111 R/o Kanelwani, Bijbehara, B (Category B and C) for the following work: in Koratagiri, the crushers
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13895301 Hygam, S 193201 i
5. Mohd Yosuf Mir JKBO38159 507262 | 13898300 3000 voam Sopere . SUP‘.)Iy of Chrompflex Flexible .Steel Rods Sl Name of Work Approx. association came together
10194041- Laram Bazar, Laram Gangi P SUbJeCt reqUIred for Main sewer sections under No value of the s
6. i JKB043653 505276 6000 i e ; ’ . to demand an end to it.
Abdul Majid Bhat 10200040 IJaram Gan:lKPorha, An%nzt:\gg. Ch.E. (Sewerage Operation) department. project. o
mm! n mir-
11416731- Rlo Dangam-192231 From 24.11.2022. 11.00 a.m. to 1 [Consultancy service for Construction of Proposed| Rs.6000.00 The protest was fanned by
7. Sheikh Mohd Igbal | JKBO06021 506011 | 11419730 3000 Tender Sale c Srimanta Sankardeva University of Health Sciences| ~ Lakhs ‘vested interests’ affecting
4735511 Gulab Bagh, NaseemBagh-190001. 14-12-2022‘ 1200 p-m- t Pacharia, Dolor Path K A
8. Mohmmad Ashraf JKBO12340 502449 | 4736510 1000 Website http://portal.mcgm.gov.in al Facharia,Jolor Fathar, Ramrup,Assam. the movement of gravel to
Parry - . . - .
= fan Kas- . i i ite i the Metro work in Bengalu-
o shugufta lgbal JKBOIS623 506414 :2};33% 1000 R/0 Dangam Shopian Kas-192303 Contact Person The details may be _seen in e-procurement portal website i.e.www. - id h g
- . - P N o assamtenders.gov.in. ru,” Ssail Shanmugappa,
The Public is hereby warned against purchasing or dealing in any way with above share Certificate(s).Any a) Name Smt. Smeeta Zore, A_E_(Proc_) S.0O. ) ) ) . i ident. t K
Person(s) who has/have any claim(s)/objection in respect of the said shares should lodge such claim(s)/ob- b) Phone (Office) | 022-24958001/ 8101 Ext No. 8946 + The Work Order will be issued after receipt of Administrative president, (ruck OWners as-
jection with the Bank at the Corporate Headquarters. M. A. Road, Srinagar/Share Transfer Agent at the . Approval from concerned authority. soclation. Locally, business
address given below, within fifteen days from the date of Publication of this notice, after which no claim(s) ¢) Mobile No. 9987173007 - The validity period of the Bid shall be 180 days from the date of and political interests are al-
will be entertained and the Bank/Share Transfer Agent will proceed to issue Duplicate Share Certificates. d) Email Add. eeproc.so@mcgm.gov.in submission. so intermeshed.

Jammu and Kashmir Bank Limited
Board Secretariat

Corporate Headquarters
M. A. Road, Srinagar - 190 001, Kashmir

For Jammu and Kashmir Bank Ltd.

Ref.

No.: 10/2022-23

Place: Srinagar

Date:

22" November, 2022

cM
K

Share Transfer Agent

M/s KFin Technologies Ltd.
Selenium Tower B, Plot 31&32
Financial District, Nanakramguda,
Serilngampally Mandal,
Hyderabad 500 032

If there are any changes in the dates and time for submission
of the bids and opening of the bids and Modifications in
specifications will be made by MCGM by issuing necessary
addendum / corrigendum. The same will be displayed on the
MCGM Portal (http://portal.mcgm.gov.in)

The protest was signifi-
cant: it was the first such
community protest in a dis-
trict with stakes in quarry-

+ The Bidders must be registered with the E-tenderlng system (ETS) of
the Govt. of Assam. (website:http//assamtenders.gov.in)

*+ The Special Chief Engineer, PW.D (Building),Health &
Education,Assam reserves the right to accept or reject any or all

Sd/- proposals without showing any reasons what so ever. ing as Opposed to the sub-

Executive Engineer Spl. Chief Engineer, PWD (Bldg.), | | mission of individual

(Mohamm::/;ha" win PRO/2044/ADV/2022-2023 (Procurement) Health & Education, Assam petitions by aggrieved farm-
Company Secretary Avoid self medication Sewerage Operation Janasanyog /C/14747/22 Chandmari, Guwahati-3. ers.
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